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politicians, three of whom had been candidates for reelection to the 
offices they disgraced, cast the electoral vote of the state for Ruther- 
ford B. Hayes, who was hardly warm in the seat the Electoral Com- 
mission bestowed upon him when he withdrew the federal forces, and 
the fabric that had so long polluted the air sank to the ground, many 
of its upholders seeking refuge over the borders from the consequences 
of their crimes. 

The fiery little state, whose foolhardy rashness had precipitated the 
civil war, suffered, indeed, a most cruel and unusual punishment, her 
proud planter aristocracy trampled in the mire by skipping herds of its 
former slaves. She emerged from her " Baphometic-fire baptism " a 
new creature, freed from the blight of African slavery and set on the 
road to commercial prosperity, it is true ; but the inbred courtesy, the 
high sense of honor, the ease and refinement of manners, the social 
charm, and the abhorrence of vulgarity, meanness and the petty tricks 
of the market-place — traits which distinguished the community that 
gave birth to Calhoun — had vanished from the soil. 

David M. DeWitt. 
Kingston, N. Y. 

The New Earth ; A Recital of the Triumphs of Modern Agri- 
culture in America. By W. S. Harwood. New York, The Mac- 
millan Company, 1906. — xii, 378 pp. ; 50 plates. 

This book outlines, in simple language and in attractive style, the 
progress which has been made in the art of husbandry as a result of the 
application of science to the many problems which confront the farmers 
of America. The author has apparently made a careful study of the 
work that has been done in dispelling ignorance and expelling super- 
stition from the realm of agriculture and in bringing science to bear 
upon this oldest of the arts in such a manner as to rationalize the 
farmer's activities. Commencing with the foundation of all agriculture, 
he tells of the work that has been done and is being done to increase 
our knowledge of the physical, chemical and biological (or more speci- 
fically bacteriological) characteristics of the soil ; and he shows how 
this increase in knowledge increases the quantity and the certainty of 
our crops. The selection and breeding of plants to fit a particular soil 
or climate , and at the same time to meet the needs of modern com- 
merce, are discussed with especial reference to recent results in the im- 
provement of corn and wheat. Successive chapters are then devoted 
to " Plant Development," " The Enemies of Plant Life," and "The 
Weeds of the Earth." In two chapters on " Luther Burbank " and 
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" Horticultural Progress," the author reviews the work of this eminent 
man and of many others in the introduction and development of new 
and more profitable varieties of fruits, with a statistical statement of 
the results. One of the best chapters in the book is devoted to 
"Modern Forestry," the work of the federal and state departments of 
agriculture in the preservation and development of our forest resources. 
"Modern Dairying " is discussed with especial reference to the influence 
upon the development of dairy interests of the cream separator, in- 
vented by de I..aval of Sweden, and of the Babcock test, invented by 
Dr. S. M. Babcock, agricultural chemist in the University of Wisconsin. 
The chapter on " Animal Husbandry " emphasizes the importance of the 
work done in the improvement of our breeds of horses, cattle, sheep 
and hogs. Under the caption of " Reclaiming the Earth," the author 
reviews the work of the reclamation service of the United States 
geological survey ; the soil investigations conducted by Professor E. 
W. Hilgard of the California experiment station ; the development in 
the experiment stations of the arid and semi-arid states of new methods 
of culture to preserve moisture, known as " arid farming" or "dry 
farming" ; and the progress that has been made in the introduction 
and in the development of drouth- resisting plants of commercial value, 
perhaps the most important thus far being the macaroni or durum 
wheats, which have enabled the farmers of the Dakotas to extend the 
wheat belt many miles farther west than was possible with the old 
varieties. "The Foods of the New Earth," "Cooperation" and 
' ' The Selling of the Surplus ' ' are interesting and instructive chapters ; 
and they are followed by three chapters describing the facilities of the 
experiment stations, the agricultural colleges and the United States de- 
partment of agriculture for carrying on research work in the sciences 
relating to agriculture and for promoting agricultural education among 
the farmers. 

The book is not a contribution to the science of agriculture. It is a 
popular book indicating what science is doing for agriculture, and as 
such it will find a useful place in the world of books. The specialist 
will find the discussion of his subject very unsatisfactory, but he will be 
a broader man from having read something about the work of other 
specialists. But it is for the men who desire to know something of the 
recent progress in agriculture, without reading all the reports of the 
department of agriculture and the experiment stations, that the book is 
especially suited. The economist should read it, for he will learn much 
that is worth his while ; yet if he wishes to get more than a general view 
of any special phase of agricultural progress he should turn to the 
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sources which the author has used. For this purpose the value of the 
book would have been much enhanced by inserting references to mate- 
rials. Considerable portions of the book are devoted to poetic effu- 
sions which diminish the effect of its solid material. The plates are 
distributed without any regard to the context. This is confusing and 
should be remedied in future editions. 

Henry C. Taylor. 
University of Wisconsin. 

Die Verschuldung des b'duerlichen Grundbesitzes in Bayern. 
By Dr. Arthur Cohn. Leipzig, Duncker and Hum blot, 1906. — 
xix, 470 pp. 

This volume is a contribution to the history of agricultural credit in 
Bavaria from 1598 to 1745. According to the author 1598 marks the 
establishment of the mortgage and 1745 the beginning of the period of 
enlightment (Aufklarungsperiode). The limitation of the inquiry re- 
garding the origin and development of peasant indebtedness to this 
period of history is justified on the ground that the writer's purpose is 
simply to lay a foundation upon which others may build in the future. 
The only question we need consider, therefore, is this : Has the author 
laid a substantial foundation? 

Judging from the fact that the work is written from the historical-politi- 
cal point of view, we unqualifiedly answer the question in the affirmative. 
Before attempting to set forth the facts of history relating to the sub- 
ject under discussion, the author traces, in an introduction of 55 pages, 
the development of the right of holding real estate from feudal and 
communal ownership through the family to individual peasant ownership. 
The ceremonies by which land transfers were made and acknowledged 
before the origin of documentary forms of indebtedness are also de- 
scribed, together with the parts the church and state played in the 
proceedings which in the course of time led to the liberation of the 
peasantry from their original enslavement to the land. 

To the student of modern agricultural economics these pages form a 
valuable contribution to the history of the subject. They furnish the 
foundation for a study of systems of land tenure and the effects of the 
method of holding land on the welfare of the farmer. The economic, 
social and political life of the Bavarian peasantry, for example, may be 
compared with that of the farmers of America or New Zealand. In 
the three countries the theory of land tenure is different. In Bavaria 
land ownership has come through the communal and feudal systems, 
in our own country practically through original free grants, and in New 



